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International	students	–	Challenges	In	the	Danish	Society	This	project	is	about	integration	of	international	students	in	Denmark.	A	sentence	from	the	EU	Parliament	in	2013	makes	it	possible	for	students	from	other	EU	countries	to	collect	Danish	educational	support,	as	long	as	they	are	qualified	as	a	worker	in	Denmark.	Ever	since	this	sentence	the	number	of	international	students	coming	to	Denmark	to	study	has	increased	significantly,	while	a	big	tendency	for	them	to	leave	the	country	after	ending	their	education	also	shows.	Economic	statistics	indicate	that	there	would	be	an	economic	gain	for	Denmark,	if	the	international	students	stayed	and	worked	after	their	education.	This	issue	leads	to	following	problem	statement:			
Which	challenges	about	being	integrated	into	the	Danish	society,	and	therefore	stay	after	ended	
education,	does	the	international	students	face?		The	project	is	based	on	critical	realistic	and	hermeneutic	approaches,	which	are	being	used	in	the	interpretation	of	the	informants’	statements	and	furthermore	to	reach	a	deep	level	in	the	project.	The	analysis	and	discussion	draws	on	points	from	qualitative	interviews	in	connection	to	parts	of	theories	made	by	four	different	social	scientists.		The	people	involved	in	the	interviews	are	two	international	students	from	Roskilde	University	and	Frederikke	Bender,	who	is	associate	professor	and	international	consultant	from	Copenhagen	School	of	Design	and	Technology.	The	Recognition	Theory	by	Axel	Honneth,	Zygmunt	Bauman’s	Community	Theory	and	Robert	Putnam’s	concepts	of	bridging	and	bonding	are	used	to	describe	the	way	Danish	and	international	students	connect	with	each	other.	Anthony	Giddens’	Theory	of	Structuration	is	used	to	describe	the	connection	between	agents	and	structures	in	society.		Following	five	challenges	are	according	to	the	project	concluded	to	have	negative	consequences	for	the	integration	of	international	students:	administrative	challenges,	housing	difficulties,	language	barriers,	us-and-them	divides	and	affiliation.	Each	challenge	give	responsibilities	to	different	agents	in	society,	this	includes	the	specific	education	institution,	the	state	and	the	Danish	and	international	students	themselves.		Finally	possible	solutions,	an	EU	perspective	including	a	student	city	in	Paris	and	reflections	about	other	interdisciplinary	choices	are	presented.		
